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valuing the lived experience informed by applied research

Mental Illness Fellowship of Australia (MIFA)

Participant Information: MIFA Siblings Project

What is the Project About?
The Mental Illness Fellowship of Australia (MIFA) is undertaking a study on the service and support needs of the siblings of people with mental illness. We would like to hear from you as to your experiences of having a brother or sister living with a mental illness. This study will provide support for developing guidelines for best practice of meeting the needs of siblings who have a brother or sister with mental illness. This guideline will strengthen the services that MIFA and its member organisations can provide to its clients and their families.

What’s Involved?
The study is utilising the Delphi study approach. If you choose to be involved in this study, you will be sent a questionnaire via email to provide your experiences of having a sibling living with mental illness. One or two further questionnaires will be sent following the initial questionnaire in order to confirm views provided by all participants. The data collection stage and hence responding and collecting surveys are to be completed by February 2011.
What will the Findings be used for?

The findings will be discussed in a research paper for publication and for conference presentations within the Mental Illness Fellowship of Australia and its member organisations as well as at national mental health seminars. The results and hence any publications will be de-identified of any personal identification details. 
What if I require further information?

You can email any inquiries to Franca Coniglio at francesca.coniglio@sydney.edu.au. 
If you would like to be involved in this study, please complete the consent form attached and either:
· Email it to Francesca Coniglio at francesca.coniglio@sydney.edu.au, or
· Fax it to 08 8378 4199
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Consent to Participate in MIFA Siblings Project

By signing below and providing my contact details, I accept the invitation to participate in the MIFA Siblings Project including 2 to 3 rounds of surveys and I consent to giving my personal contact details to be used solely for the purposes of distributing questionnaires and other correspondence for this study. Email is the preferred mode of correspondence for sending questionnaires.

Name: _____________________________________________________

Phone Number: _______________________________________________

Email address: ________________________________________________

Signature: ______________________ 
Date: ____________________

President: The Hon Rob Knowles, AO


Vice President: The Hon Frank Walker QC


Executive Director: David Meldrum


PO Box 844, MARLESTON SA 5033


Tel: (08) 8272 1018 Fax: (08) 8378 4199


Mob: 0400 443 011


web: mifa.org.au





MIFA members:





Mental Illness Fellowship of Nth Queensland Inc





Mental Illness Fellowship Victoria





Mental Illness Fellowship of South Australia Inc





Mental Illness Fellowship of Western Australia Inc





Mental Illness Fellowship of Queensland Inc





Schizophrenia Fellowship of New South Wales Inc





Mental Health Carers ARAFMI NT





Association of Relatives and Friends of the Mentally Ill (Tas)
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